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VI

Of three Girls and of their Talk

BY a clear well, "within a little field

Full of green grass and flowers of every hue,
Sat three young girls, relating (as I knew)

Their loves.   And each had twined a bough to shield

Her lovely face ; and the green leaves did yield
The golden hair their shadow ; while the two
Sweet colours mingled, both blown lightly through

With a soft wind for ever stirred and still'd.

After a little while one of them said,

(I heard her,) ' Think ! If, ere the next hour struck,
Each of our lovers should come here to-day,

Think you that we should fly or feel afraid ?'
To whom the others answered, * From such luck
A girl would be a fool to run away.'

I have now, as far as I know, exhausted all the materials most
available for my selections, among those which exist in print.
I have never visited Italy and enjoyed the opportunity of
making my own researches in the libraries for everything which
might belong to^my subject. Some day I still hope to do so,
and then to enrich this series, especially as regards its second
division, with an appendix of valuable matter which is as yet
beyond my reach.

THE END.